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cket No. AOMED.0103 Patent

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Margaret M. Nixon

Serial No.: 10/726,767

Filing Date: December 3, 2003

Title: Surgical Tape Tensioner
Art Unit: 3731

Attorney Docket No.: AQMED.0103

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.97

Commissioner for Patents
PO Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Sir;

Applicant requests that the information listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A be
considered by the Office during the pendency of the above entitled application, pursuant to 37
CF.R.1.97.

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement
shall not constitute an admission that any information cited therein is, or is considered to be,
material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b). In the interest of full and complete
disclosure to the Office, some or all of the art cited herein may not be considered by Applicant(s) or
the Undersigned to be material under the new standards of materiality defined in 37 C.F.R. 1.56(b),
enacted March 16, 1992, but may be material under the old standard of materiality defined in 37
C.F.R. 1.56(a), last amended on November 28, 1988, or may merely be technical background which
may be of interest to the Examiner. In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(g), the filing of this

Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made.
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Docket No. AQMED.0103 Patent

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) within three
months of the filing date of the application, or before the mailing date of a first office action the

merits. No fee or certification is required.

Date: Julng, 2004 Respectfully submitted,

o

David W. Carstens
Reg. No. 34,134

CARSTENS YEE & CAHOON, L.L.P.
P.O. Box 802334

Dallas, TX 75380

Telephone: (972) 367-2001

Fax: (972) 367-2002

Attorney for Applicant
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11 Lof Attorney Docket Number |[AQMED.0103
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Examiner | Cite Document Number Publication Date Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines, Where
Initials* No.! MM-DD-YYYY Appticant of Cited Document Relevant Passages or Relevant
Number-Kind Code? ™% Figures Appear
A1 | US-5859,019 01-12-1999 |Liang et al.
A2 | YS-4.710,166 12-01-1987 [Thompson et al.
A3 | Y5-4,623,343 11-18-1986 |Thompson
A4 | Y54,140,125 02-20-1979  [Smith
A5 | YS-3910,280 10-07-1975 |Talonn
us-
us-
us-
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us-
us-
Us-
Us-
us-
us-
us-
uUs-
Us-
Us-
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
Examiner | Cite | Foreign Patent Document Publication Name of Patentee or Pages, Columns, Lines,
Initials* No.! Date Applicant of Cited Document Where Relevant Passages
MM-DD-YYYY Or Relevant Figures Appear T°
Country Code® Number *“Kind Code® (if known)
Examiner Date
Signature Considered

S — —
*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 1Applit:ant’s unique citation designation number (optional). 2See Kinds Codes of
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. *Kind of document by
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. °App|icant is to place a check mark here if English language

Translation is attached.
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USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete,
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on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent
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TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.
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